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IPPA announces 2009 Environmental Steward Award winner
(CLIVE, Iowa) — Two brothers and pork producers from Carroll County have been named Iowa’s top environmental stewards for 2009 by the Iowa Pork Producers Association.
IPPA will present the 2009 Environmental Steward Award to Peter and Aaron Juergens from Dedham during the 2010 Iowa Pork Congress Banquet tonight in Des Moines.
The Juergens brothers became owners in the family pork operation in 2006 when they purchased three finishing sites in rural Carroll County. It’s their Ranch Creek finishing site that was nominated for the award. The building houses 2,400 head of hogs. The Juergens family has a 5,500-head farrow-to-finish enterprise that produces 150,000 hogs annually.
Twenty acres of the Juergens farm are in the CRP program to provide habitat for pheasants and deer and to control soil erosion and improve water quality.

Nutrients from the Ranch Creek facility are injected in the 100 acres of crop ground surrounding the site and with the help of aerobic and anaerobic neutralizer products, 100 percent of the corn crop’s nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium requirements are met.

Peter and Aaron have worked to develop innovations to control odor and gas emissions at Ranch Creek. Their Environmental Control System controls odor and gas emissions from their barns by treating the manure pits, the air in the building and the air that exits through pit fans. By limiting particulate matter and knocking down gases, the system drastically reduces odor in and around the operation. The brothers continue to work with university specialists and others to research and document the affects of the system, which also has decreased phosphorous levels in the manure samples taken from the pits.
The Juergens recognize the importance of sharing their story with others and representing the pork industry as producers who care about the natural environment and surrounding community. They also believe in creating a healthy and happy environment for their neighbors, employees and the animals.
The Environmental Steward Award was established in 2007 by the IPPA Environmental Committee to recognize pork producers who go above and beyond in environmental stewardship. The selection committee judges nominations on the producer’s manure management, soil and water conservation practices, air quality strategies, wildlife habitat management, and environmental management innovations.

The selection committee consists of the IPPA Board of Directors, the IPPA Environmental Committee, Iowa State University Extension and Pheasants Forever.
The banquet will be held at 6 p.m. at the Des Moines Marriott.
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